Australia

Statement of Commitment to the Global
Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty

General section

Australia hereby voluntarily joins the Global Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty and
states its dedication to pursue the Alliance's mission, objectives and principles, as ex-
pressed in the Global Alliance's Terms of Reference and Governance Framework, and to
collaborate with other members to achieve lasting solutions to poverty and hunger
worldwide, as expressed below.

Australia:

. Recognizes that hunger and malnutrition are the perverse manifestations of persistent,
structural poverty and inequality, and recognizes the need to end poverty and hunger in
all their forms and dimensions and to fully and effectively implement the 2030 Agenda.

. Acknowledges the alarming growth in the number of people facing food insecurity and
poverty in recent years, noting that, despite all significant past and current efforts, the
world is not on track to meet SDG 1 and 2 targets, inequality is also on the rise (SDG 10),
and a significant increase in collective ambition, as well as improvement in collective
alignment and coordination for the fight against hunger and poverty, is urgently needed.

. To that effect, endorses the Global Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty and its mission
to support and accelerate efforts to eradicate hunger and poverty (SDGs 1 and 2) while
reducing inequalities (SDG 10), contributing to revitalize global partnerships for sus-
tainable development (SDG 17) and to the achievement of other interlinked SDGs, and
championing sustainable, inclusive and just transitions.

. Notes that it is crucial for the world to unite behind large-scale, integrated approaches
combining international, regional, national, and local levels, that recognize the intercon-
nected nature of challenges and solutions to hunger and poverty and pair social protec-
tion with access to goods and services that can help the poor and vulnerable populations
to overcome structural barriers and drive responsible investment in their productive ca-
pacity. These complementary services include but are not limited to interventions for
poverty reduction, food security and nutrition, early childhood support, education and
skills development, employment services, health and care services, as well as family
farmers and smallholders’ access to finance, extension services, research and/or agricul-
tural inputs, in line with international commitments and obligations.

. Particularly recognizes the high value and positive impact of quality implementation of
national and local country-owned, inclusive policy instruments and programmes, fo-
cused on the poorest and most vulnerable, in the fields of poverty reduction, social pro-
tection, food security and nutrition, gender equality, decent work in the agri-food sector,
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skills development, family farming and smallholder agriculture, food systems transfor-
mation, health and care services and resilience building.

Also acknowledges the Global Alliance’s reference basket of such policies as a collectively
built, ongoing collection of examples with robust evidence to reduce hunger and poverty,
and as a useful basis to guide joint action and increase alignment of the international
community at country level. This acknowledgement is applicable to the policy basket ap-
proach as a general guide to action and does not imply endorsement of any specific policy
instrument or programme contained in the basket.

Therefore, by joining the Global Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty, commits to do its
best efforts, in its own field of action, and according to its own mandate, capacities, pri-
orities, preferences, procedures, and legal arrangements and framework, to support the
implementation of policy instruments and programmes at country level as appropriate,
including by the promotion of shared learning and the mobilization of resources, public
and private, at scale.

In particular:

Policy Cooperation and Support Commitments

Australia commits to, within its capacities, share its own learnings and otherwise provide
appropriate help and support, within its means, to other Global Alliance member
countries to implement, improve, or scale-up the implementation of policies and
programmes referenced in the Alliance’s basket.

Specifically, informs and commits to implementing the following actions, programmes,
and other activities related to lessons-learned and international cooperation in support
of the Global Alliance’s objectives:

In line with our International Development Policy, our investments will be guided our
partner countries’ priorities. We will focus on what is needed and how we can best
support countries to achieve their goals.

Recognising the importance of knowledge sharing and capacity building platforms with
global reach, Australia is proud to fund www.socialprotection.org which hosts the Policy
Basket of the Alliance. The platform is open to the public and focused on providing
information and support to social protection practitioners, policymakers, civil society as
well as academics and students. Australia will also continue to work with partners in the
development ecosystem, including multilateral partners, to build the collective capability
required to address future development needs.

Australia is ready to share experiences and lessons regarding the following policies and
policy instruments, among others, including:

. Supporting bilateral mechanisms such as CAPRED (Cambodia), Promoting Rural
Income through Support in Agriculture (Indonesia), Livelihoods and Food Security Trust
Fund (supporting communities in Myanmar), Australia-Vietnam partnership for
equitable and inclusive socio-economic development (Vietnam), Social Protection,
Inclusion and Gender equality (Philippines), To'os ba Moris Di'ak/Farming for
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Prosperity (Timor-Leste), Partnership for Strengthening Village Development and
Municipal Administration (Timor-Leste).

. Sharing knowledge and technical capacity on resilient food systems through the
Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR). As a significant
agricultural exporter, Australia recognises the importance of, and is committed to,
improving food security at home and internationally.

. Concessional financing to low-income countries to address balance-of-payment
needs, providing fiscal space and stability to access or source funds that they can use to
address poverty and hunger.

. Supporting economic growth and rural livelihoods through agricultural
interventions designed to grow export opportunities for primary producers. Our
initiatives aim to drive rural development by supporting rural water operations and
maintenance, rural roads, and strengthening municipal governance and service delivery.
We deliver packages of activities that enable development partners to innovate, invest or
undertake reforms so small farms and firms benefit from better access to production
inputs, services and end markets.

. Support to improve the Pacific Islands’ banking environment which is vital for
poverty alleviation, community resilience and the economic development and stability of
our region. This includes: developing inclusive and trusted digital identity systems,
uplifting compliance with Anti-Money Laundering requirements and enabling regional
solutions to improve access to financial services.

. Australia is also delivering on the G20’s commitment for better, bigger and more
effective multilateral development banks — we have pledged AUD492 million to the Asian
Development Fund, purchased AUD230 million of World Bank hybrid capital for climate
action, food security and poverty alleviation in the Pacific.

. Australia strongly supports the 2030 Agenda commitment that all seventeen
SDGs are integrated and indivisible. Sustainably tackling poverty (SDG1) and hunger
(SDG2) requires equal focus on all 15 other SDGS in tandem and simultaneously. There
is no ending hunger without climate action. There is no ending poverty without
protecting human rights such as gender equality.

We are placing gender equality, disability and social inclusion at the centre of Australia's
development program. Our International Development Policy proscribes that all new
investments over AUD3 million must include gender equality objectives.

. Australia is developing a new international gender equality strategy that will
apply across our foreign policy, including international development and humanitarian
assistance.

. Australia is ready to share lessons from our comprehensive social security system
designed to support the basic living standards of all Australians and to ensure no one is
left behind. Australia’s investment in social protection (a large part of which includes
social security benefits) has a strong focus on the elderly, people with disabilities, and
children. Australia provides means tested social security payments to unemployed and
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older Australians, supports universal health care, provides support for aged care and
assists eligible people with disability. Our social security system also helps to cover the
costs of raising children. Australia provides Government funded Paid Parental Leave,
with flexibility in how parental leave can be shared between parents. We also recently
extended our Parenting Payment Single to assist single parents with children aged up to
14 years of age (over 90 per cent of recipients benefitting from the Parenting Payment
Single are women).

We are supporting the Indo-Pacific region meet its climate resilience and mitigation
objectives. Australia is investing in climate and clean energy infrastructure priorities
through Partnerships for Infrastructure (Southeast Asia) and the Australian
Infrastructure Financing Facility for the Pacific. We are deploying more innovative
climate financing mechanisms and investing in the climate and disaster resilient
infrastructure regional economies need to prepare for — and mitigate against —
worsening climate impacts. We are working internationally to address the widening
climate financing gap, particularly in our region, to influence the alignment of funding
with decarbonisation priorities and adaptation needs. Australia will offer Climate
Resilient Debt Clauses (CRDCs) in all new official bilateral loans by the end of 2025.
These will help developing countries, particularly Small Island Developing States,
respond swiftly and effectively to increasingly severe and frequent climate related-
extreme events and environmental shocks and disasters.

General acknowledgments

Recognizes the possibility to, including through the mechanisms available to Global
Alliance members, coordinate, partner with and/or seek support from the Global
Alliance’s other members, within their respective capacities, availability, and fields of
activity, to carry out the present commitments with greater effectiveness.

While recognizing that the above commitments are voluntary and non-legally binding,
being subject to and carried out under its own capacities, regulations, priorities, and
modalities, as well as to the availability of appropriate resourcing, strives to seriously
consider, as appropriate, and according to its own legal frameworks and governance
process, to review its procedures and priorities as found necessary to better deliver on
the present commitments, enhance synergies and joint efforts with other entities and
initiatives, and improve outcomes on the collective fight against hunger and poverty.
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