The Hellenic Republic’s

Statements of Commitment to the Global
Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty

General section

The Hellenic Republic hereby voluntarily joins the Global Alliance Against Hunger and
Poverty and states its dedication to pursue the Alliance's mission, objectives and princi-
ples, as expressed in the Global Alliance's Terms of Reference and Governance Frame-
work, and to collaborate with other members to achieve lasting solutions to poverty and
hunger worldwide, as expressed below.

The Hellenic Republic:

. Recognizes that hunger and malnutrition are the perverse manifestations of persistent,
structural poverty and inequality, and recognizes the need to end poverty and hunger in
all their forms and dimensions and to fully and effectively implement the 2030 Agenda.

. Acknowledges the alarming growth in the number of people facing food insecurity and
poverty in recent years, noting that, despite all significant past and current efforts, the
world is not on track to meet SDG 1 and 2 targets, inequality is also on the rise (SDG 10),
and a significant increase in collective ambition, as well as improvement in collective
alignment and coordination for the fight against hunger and poverty, is urgently needed.

. To that effect, endorses the Global Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty and its mission
to support and accelerate efforts to eradicate hunger and poverty (SDGs 1 and 2) while
reducing inequalities (SDG 10), contributing to revitalize global partnerships for sus-
tainable development (SDG 17) and to the achievement of other interlinked SDGs, and
championing sustainable, inclusive and just transitions.

. Notes thatit is crucial for the world to unite behind large-scale, integrated approaches
combining international, regional, national, and local levels, that recognize the intercon-
nected nature of challenges and solutions to hunger and poverty and pair social protec-
tion with access to goods and services that can help the poor and vulnerable populations
to overcome structural barriers and drive responsible investment in their productive ca-
pacity. These complementary services include but are not limited to interventions for
poverty reduction, food security and nutrition, early childhood support, education and
skills development, employment services, health and care services, as well as family
farmers and smallholders’ access to finance, extension services, research and/or agricul-
tural inputs, in line with international commitments and obligations.

. Particularly recognizes the high value and positive impact of quality implementation of
national and local country-owned, inclusive policy instruments and programmes, fo-
cused on the poorest and most vulnerable, in the fields of poverty reduction, social pro-
tection, food security and nutrition, gender equality, decent work in the agri-food sector,
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skills development, family farming and smallholder agriculture, food systems transfor-
mation, health and care services and resilience building.

. Alsoacknowledges the Global Alliance’s reference basket of such policies asa collectively
built, ongoing collection of examples with robust evidence to reduce hunger and poverty,
and as a useful basis to guide joint action and increase alignment of the international
community at country level. This acknowledgement is applicable to the policy basket ap-
proach as a general guideto action and doesnot imply endorsement of any specific policy
instrument or programme contained in the basket.

. Therefore, by joining the Global Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty, commits to do its
best efforts, in its own field of action, and according to its own mandate, capacities, pri-
orities, preferences, procedures, and legal arrangements and framework, to support the
implementation of policy instruments and programmes at country level as appropriate,
including by the promotion of shared learning and the mobilization of resources, public
and private, at scale.

In particular:

Domestic policy implementation commitments

The Hellenic Republic acknowledges its role in the national and regional level
implementation of policies and programmes against hunger and poverty, as well as for
providing guidance and support to national and sub-national level policies and
programmes.

The Hellenic Republic:

Commits to make its best efforts to implement, improve, and/or scale-up the
implementation of policy instruments and programmes from among those contained in
the Global Alliance’s policy basket in our national context. These policy instruments and
programme suggestions would be adapted to the specific conditions, realities and
opportunities presented in our country.

In particular, the Hellenic Republic commits to implement, improve, or scale-up the
implementation of the following policy instruments or programmes, referenced in the
Global Alliance’s reference basket:

The New Greek National Strategyfor Social Inclusion and Poverty Reduction
2021-2027 is a comprehensive framework designed to tackle poverty and social
exclusion by promoting equality and fostering resilience. It aligns with the European
Pillar of Social Rights and the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Three key
pillars define the vision of the Strategy:

1. Reducing Poverty and Inequalities: Through targeted financial support, such as the
Guaranteed Minimum Income, and programs aimed at social and labor market
inclusion.

2. Enhancing Access to Services: Improving healthcare, education, housing, and social
care for vulnerable populations.
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3. Empowering Vulnerable Groups: Strengthening the inclusion of marginalized
communities, including children, elderly, people with disabilities, and migrants.

Open dialogue between the state and citizens to ensure that planning reflects the actual
needs of society is a prerequisite for the successful implementation of the strategy.
Equally essential is the dialogue among various levels of governance and organizations
engaged in social policy.

The strategy, also, emphasizes innovative policy tools, digital governance, and strong
monitoring mechanisms to ensure efficient implementation and measurable outcomes.
It integratesnational effortswith EU funding and international cooperation for a holistic
approach to social cohesion.

Poverty Alleviation and Hunger Relief Social Support Programmes in Greece include:

1. School Meals

This programme provides primary school students in underprivileged areas with one
nutritious meal per day, ensuring access to essential nutritional elements in both quality
and quantity. Beyond addressing hunger, the initiative promotes student socialization,
reduces school dropout rates, and cultivates a spirit of cooperation and solidarity within
the school community. It also fosters healthy eating habits by emphasizing the
Mediterranean diet. The programme is managed by the Ministry of Social Cohesion and
Family, funded by the state budget, and implemented by private contractors. It currently
operates in 1,620 schools and expands annually.

2. Guaranteed Minimum Income

Aimed athouseholdsand individuals living in extreme poverty, this programme provides
a comprehensive safety net by combining three pillars:

(a) Income Support: Abasic allowance of €200 per month for a single -person household,
with incremental amounts for additional family members (€100 per adult and €50 per
minor).

(b) Social Services Access: Connections to complementary benefits, services, and
essential goods.

(c) Employment Activation: Support for reintegration into the labor market through
training, job placement, and related initiatives for eligible beneficiaries.

3. Help at Home

Since 1998, this municipal programme has supported elderly individuals, people with
disabilities, and low-income residents who live alone or need assistance. It provides a
range of services, including at-home medical and nursing care, food provision, and help
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with basic necessities, enabling recipients to maintain their independence and quality of
life.

4. My Home

This initiative is a cornerstone of Greece’s revived housing policy, targeting young
individuals and couples aged 25—39. It facilitates access to affordable and quality
housing throughlow-interest or interest-freeloans, which are 75% financed by the Public
Employment Service. The programme addresses both housing challenges and
demographic concerns, with overwhelming demand prompting the government to
double its budgetto€1billion in 2023. A second phase, "MyHome 2,"is being developed
to broaden eligibility criteria.

5. Payment of Welfare Benefits through Prepaid Cards

A modernization initiative that replaces traditional cash payments for allowances and
benefits with prepaid cards issued through any payment service provider. Beneficiaries
can use these cards for transactions or withdraw up to 50% of their balance. This system
improves accessibility, ensures transparency, and simplifies the disbursement of welfare

payments.

6. Unified Digital Access Portal for Social Protection

In alignment with the country’s digital transformation goals, this portal consolidates
welfare services into a single platform. It allows citizens to submit applications for social
benefits easily and in a personalized manner while enabling authorities to monitor and
evaluate policy outcomes effectively. This initiative particularly benefits vulnerable
groups by streamlining access to support systems.

7. Unified Information Portal for Training and Employment Programmes

Soon to be launched on Gov.gr, this portal will centralize information on training and
employment initiatives, including co-financed programs aimed at workforce integration
and skill development. It will also feature health and safety training programs and
promote networking, social dialogue, and a culture of workplace prevention.

8. Housing and Employment Program for the Homeless

This programme supports the social reintegration of homeless individuals and families
through three main components: (a) Rent subsidies for 24 months, including coverage
for household equipment and functional needs, (b) Psychosocial support services and
access to complementary benefits and (¢c) Employment activation and training services,
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including wage subsidies,vocational training, and career counseling. Implemented every
two years across 43 municipalities, it supports 600 households (approximately 800
individuals).

9. Social Housing for Vulnerable Groups

Financed through the Recovery Fund, this pilot programme prevents housing exclusion
by integrating vacant private and public housing stock into an affordable rental scheme.
Incentives are offered to property owners to renovate and lease homes at reduced rents
to vulnerable groups. Theinitiative is currently renovating 100 apartmentsin Athensand
Thessaloniki.

10. Birth Allowance

This allowance of €2,000 per child is granted to eligible mothers or legal custodians for
children born in Greece, with eligibility determined by income and residency criteria. It
aims to strengthen Greece’s demographic policy, support families, and enhance social
cohesion.

11. Allowance for Residents of Mountainous and Disadvantaged Areas

This annual support targets families, including single -parent households, residing in
remote or economically disadvantaged areas. Eligible residents, who must have lived in
such areas for at least two years and meet an annual income threshold of €4,700, receive
financial assistance ranging from €600 to €1,200.

Commits to observe good practices throughout the implementation of such policy
instruments and programmes, including maintaining effective governance, seeking
avenues for domestic resource mobilization for funding such programs and providing for
appropriate monitoring and evaluation, with adaptation and learning based on social
involvement and consultation, local stakeholder engagement, minimizing negative
impacts and seeking to adequately manage policy trade-offs.

Policy cooperation and support commitments

Commits to, within its capacities, share its own learnings and otherwise provide
appropriate help and support, within its means, to other Global Alliance member
countries to implement, improve, or scale-up the implementation of policies and
programmes referenced in the Alliance’s basket.

Specifically, informs and commits to implementing the following actions, programmes,
and other activities related to lessons-learned and international cooperation in support
of the Global Alliance “s objectives:

Fetal Medicine Programme 2022-2025
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Greece has initiated a programme for the
establishment of Fetal Medicine Units and relevant training in cooperation with the Fetal
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Medicine Foundation, London, in five countries (Ethiopia, Albania, Armenia, North
Macedonia, Republic of Moldova) and Kosovo*.

The programme includes the following actions for the period 2022-2025:

1. Establishment of a Fetal Medicine Unit (FMU) within the structure of the National
Health Care System in the maternity unity of a public hospital in the country’s capital
The Fetal Medicine Foundation will provide the necessary equipment, ultrasound
machines, computers, software and furniture.

2. Launching a Fetal Medicine training programme with two components: (i) Creation of
a one-year MSc Degree in Obstetric Ultrasound and Fetal Medicine in the Obstetrics
Faculty of a public university, (ii) Provision of scholarships for 2-year Fellowshipin Fetal
Medicine Foundation, Kings Hospital in London, for newly qualified obstetricians.

The trained doctors will be employed in their country of origin where they will be
providing high quality services in the Fetal Medicine Unit and train other doctors.

The programme, which will be implemented in close cooperation with the Ministries of
Health of the participating countries, constitutes valuable knowledge transfer and offers
support in the implementation of methods which advance fetal and maternal health and
decrease mortality. The programme also advances the doctors’ participation in
innovative medical research and technology implementation.

*This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR
1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.

Training to doctors of Albanian citizenship

The Department of Medicine of the University of loannina, responding to an initiative of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, provided further training to six doctors of Albanian
citizenship during the academic year 2023-2024. The training covered the fields of
nephrology, anesthesiology, neurosurgery, pathology, and intensive care, and included
free accommodation and food.

The daily practical training exposed the doctors to the medical protocols of their
respective clinical specialties, taught them new medical techniques, and involved their
clinical application, always under the supervision of the medical staff (Professors) of the
Department.

Financial support commitments

The Hellenic Republic:

[1] Informs that an estimated amount of approximately USD 4 million of financialé
‘resources under its guidance, management or control is currently being employed |
.and/or may be allocated in the reference timeframe of 1/1/2025-31/12/2025 to provide:
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international development support through multilateral contributions to UN agencies
(e.g. OCHA) and funds (e.g. CERF) applicable to the fight against hunger and poverty
and advancing SDGs 1 and 2. The amount informed is the best possible estimation
considering different applicable modalities, allocations and budget cycles, and is subject
to changing circumstances and budgets. It is not to be considered a pledge of new and
additional resources.

[2] In addition to the above, informs of the following actions, programmes, and other
activities in support of SDGs 1 and 2 and the Global Alliance”s objectives. More
specifically, Greece takes actions that contribute to combatting hunger (SDG2) and
reducing poverty (SDG1), while keeping in mind interlinkages with other SDGs:

Benghazi Port Rehabilitation

In December 2023, the World Food Program (WFP) of the United Nations has
announced the completionof the Benghazi port rehabilitation which was funded through
a Greek contribution. The Greek contribution specifically concerned the renovation of
the port’s container warehouse (77,500 square meters), as well as the construction of a
corridor (550 meters) connecting Platform No 1 with Platform No 6. The port of Benghazi
is a critical entry point for delivering food and humanitarian assistance to the wider
region of North Africa and Sahel.

Installation of Bailey Bridges in North Armenia

A severe flash flood struck the Lori and Tavush regions in Armenia on 26 May 2024,
following heavy rain the previous day. Between Alaverdi and Chochkan, the flooding
affected at least 15 villages, including Alaverdi, Akhtala, Bagratashen, Bendik,
Deghdsavan, Haghtanak, Karkop, Mets Ayrum, Pokr Ayrum, Sanahin, Shamlug, and
Shnogh. The flooding resulted in significant damage to infrastructure, homes, livestock,
and businesses. Based on the latest national population census of Armenia, the combined
population of these villages exceeds 30,000 people. Therefore, the impact on these
people is important. The Armenian Government decided to declare a disaster zone in the
communities of the Tavush and Lori regions. A programme is currently implemented in
North Armenia with regard to setting up bailey bridges in Lori and Tavush regionsin
order to support villages on the banks of river Debed and Gargar.

Global Gateway

EU’s innovative strategy for sustainable infrastructure investments, aims at mobilising
investments of upto €300 billion until 2027 to accelerate progresstowards achieving the
SDGs, taking a Team Europe approach. Global Gateway seeks to mobilise significant
additional public and private resources, beyond ODA. Global Gateway contributes to the
fight against poverty and hunger and combatting inequalities. Greece is actively engaged
in three Global Gateway programmes in the areas of health and energy.

Commits to make its best efforts to improve the destination, allocation and alignment of
the use of its resources, including through coordination and cooperation facilitated by
the Global Alliance, to support member countries to implement, improve, or scale-up the
implementation of select programmes or policy instruments in the Alliance’s reference
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basket to drive the fight against hunger and poverty, in line with sustainable country-led
financing and implementation strategies.

Knowledge support commitments
The Hellenic Republic:

Commits to make its best efforts to co-create and provide technical assistance, capacity
building and strengthening, training and/or knowledge-sharing on voluntary and
mutually agreed terms in response to requests by Global Alliance member countries that
choose to implement policy instruments and programmes in the Alliance's policy basket
that are compatible with its areas of expertise.

Commits to make its best efforts to improve the alignment of its actions, including
through the Global Alliance’s coordination mechanisms, leveraging, and partnering with
other actors to better support large scale, country-owned implementation of policies and
programmes in the reference basket by Global Alliance member countries, aiming at
enhancing country-level outcomes.

Commits to collaborate with other Alliance members to developinnovative solutions and
share good practices in learning and knowledge exchange and dissemination on
voluntary and mutually agreed terms, data collection and analysis, including by
leveraging existing local, national, and international knowledge networks, coalitions,
communities and other fora related to aspects relevant to the fight against hunger and

poverty.

General acknowledgments

Recognizes the possibility to, including through the mechanisms available to Global
Alliance members, coordinate, partner with and/or seek support from the Global
Alliance’s other members, within their respective capacities, availability, and fields of
activity, to carry out the present commitments with greater effectiveness.

While recognizing that the above commitments are voluntary and non-legally binding,
being subject to and carried out under its own capacities, regulations, priorities, and
modalities, as well as to the availability of appropriate resourcing, strives to seriously
consider, as appropriate, and according to its own legal frameworks and governance
process, to review its procedures and priorities as found necessary to better deliver on
the present commitments, enhance synergies and joint efforts with other entities and
initiatives, and improve outcomes on the collective fight against hunger and poverty.
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